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escaping the envy and jealousy of rivals. Indeed
officers from every quarter want to join my (Great
Army/ Grant is the same enthusiastic friend. Mr.
Lincoln at City Point was lavish in his good wishes,
and since Mr. Stanton visited me at Savannah he too
has become the warmest possible friend. Of course I
could not venture north, and it accords both with my
pleasure and interest to keep close with my army proper.
Officers and soldiers have in my foresight and knowl-
edge a childlike confidence that is really most agreeable.
Whilst wading through mud and water, and heaving at
mired wagons the soldiers did not indulge a single
growl, but always said and felt that the Old Man would
bring them out all right; and no sooner had we reached
the Cape Fear River at Fayetteville than a little squeak-
ing tug came puffing up the river with news, and we
had hardly spread out in the camps about Goldsboro
than the locomotive and train came thundering along
from the sea ninety-six miles distant, loaded with shoes
and pants and clothing, as well as food. So remarkable
and happy a coincidence, which of course I had ar-
ranged from Savannah, made the woods resound with a
yell that must have reached Raleigh. Some of our
officers who escaped from the enemy say that these two
coincidences made the Rebel officers swear that I was
the Devil himself, a compliment that you can appreciate.
But enough of this vanity, save and except always when
it redounds to your advantage and pleasure. My wants
are few and easily gained, but if this fame which fills
the world contributes to your happiness and pleasure,
enjoy it as much as possible. Oh, that Willy could hear ii Irwin.                  in
